1. Introduction. The result to be proved in this article is that if u is a bounded harmonic function on a symmetric space X and x 0 any point in X then u has a limit along almost every geodesic in X starting at x 0 (Theorem 2.3). In the case when X is the unit disk with the nonEuclidean metric this result reduces to the classical Fatou theorem (for radial limits). When specialized to this case our proof is quite different from the usual one; in fact it corresponds to transforming the Poisson integral of the unit disk to that of the upper half-plane and using only a homogeneity property of the Poisson kernel. The kernel itself never enters into the proof. By a Weyl chamber in p we understand a Weyl chamber in some maximal abelian subspace of p. The boundary of X is defined as the set B of all Weyl chambers in the tangent space to X at o; since this boundary is via the map kM--Ad(k)a+ identified with K/M, which by the Iwasawa decomposition G=KAN equals G/MAN, this defi-nition of boundary is equivalent to Furstenberg's [2] (see also [6] and [4] ). In particular the group G acts transitively on B as well as on X. The two actions will be denoted
(gEG, bB, xEX). Let db denote the unique K-invariant measure on B normalized by fB db = 1. Then according to Furstenberg [2] , the mapping f--u where 
The function u in (1) is called the Poisson integral off.
If
Lemma 44], the mapping fi--k(R)M is a bijection of N onto a subset of K/M whose complement is of lower dimension and if f is a continuous function on B, then
so the action of a on the boundary corresponds to the conjugation i--na on N. 
PROOF. By the Iwasawa decomposition we can write i-o=k(to 0 )
·(alnl)-l (alEA, nlEN) so uz(k(oo) exp tH-o) = u(Soalnl exp tH o) = u(io exp tHalnxP((-tK)o).

But G=ANK so n'P(-tff)=a(t)ti(t)k(t), each factor tending to e as t--+ 0o. If HEa is determined by exp tl = exp tHala(t)
we have
u(k(fo) exp tH.o) = u(fio(t)e°P t exp tH,.o).
The function f(b)=f(fofi(t)eP t at(b)) has Poisson integral u'(x) =u(tOii(t)eIP
HSr.x); using (1) on u' and f' with g=exp tHi we get from (2) and (3) H((t)-1 i) ))di. (cf. (4)) we see that
u(k(io) exp tH o) -f(k(o)M) -(F(IoI(t)eP s'Ht=IP ') -F(io)) exp(--2p(H()))d
N SO I u(k(0o) exp tH o) -f(k( 0 )M) I(7)
< I F( 0 ofiep tla) -F(io) exp(-2p(H(n(t)-i)))di.
f I F(ffiexP H,) -F(o) exp(-2p(H(i(t)%-x)))df
+ f I F(ioxP 1Ht) -Fifi) -I exp(-2p(f F(ogOXn tt) -F(go) exp(-2p(H(i(t)-1 )))df _ exp(2p(tHN)) F(Lo) -F(ao) d.
Now E N, -P t t if and only if = exp(, aie-1 ('H')E) where I a c and tHt-tH is bounded (for fixed go and H).
It follows that (9) for all t 2 0,
d=d(H, o, c) being a constant. But since the map exp: ft--R is measure-preserving it is clear that
VH,d,-= exp(-2p(H)t)di
where dl =dl(H, ao, c) is another constant. Also
where d 2 (H, lo) is a constant. Thus the right hand side of (9) can be majorized for all t >_0: 
-f-.,, ep (-2p(H(n)))d)
Now given > 0 we first choose c so large that
since A(t)--e for t--+ oo we can choose t such that A(t)NWioND for t Ž ti. Then the expression in (11) is < /2 for t > ti; by our assumption (6) we can choose t 2 such that the right hand side of (10) is <e/2 for t>t 2 . In view of (7) and (8) 
for almost all aoE N.
The proof of this result is essentially in the literature: In 11] Edwards and Hewitt give all the necessary arguments for the case of a discrete sequence tending to 0 and everything they do remains trivially valid in the case r--0. The result in the exact form required here was also proved by E. M. Stein independently of [1] (cf. his expository article [6] (ii) In the case when X has rank one (dim a= 1) A. W. Knapp [5] has proved (13), even under the weaker assumption that fEL 1 (B) .
